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‘“THE INDUSTRIAL AND KDUOATION-
L INTERESTS OF OUR PEOPLE PARA-
SOUNT TO ALL OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
»w» STaTE PoLIOY,’ is the motto of The
rogressive Farmer, and upon this
slatform it shall rise or fall. Serving
g0 master, ruled by no faction, ocir-
sumsoribed by no selfish or narrow
polioy, its aim will be to foster and
promote the best interests of the
whole le of the State. It will be
wue to the instincts, traditions and
astory of the Anglo-Saxon race. On
i1 matters relating specially to the
great interesta it represents, it will
peak with no uncertain voloce, but
will fearlessly the right defend and
‘mpartially the wrong ocondemn.’’—
from (}:ol?r Polk’'s Salutatory, Feb.
L0, 1888

—_—
_

Be sure to give both old and new addresses in
srdering change of postoffice.

-_m_?noﬂnm !‘;m is the Official
of the North Carolina Farmers' State

oe.

When da ur renewsal, be sure to give
Tiﬁ tl;‘in?on label and postoffice to

which the copy of papis you receive is sent.

DISOONTIN U ANCES—Responsible subscrib-
grs will continue o receive nrmal until
the publishers are notifled by letter to discon-
dnue, when all arreal must be paid. If you
fo not wish the jo continued for another
year after your subscription has exlilred. you
thould then notify us to discontinue i

RENEWALS—-The date opposite your name
Jn your paper, or wrapper, shows to what time
your subscription 8 ﬁ’;{ Thus 1 Jan. '00,
thows that payment been received up to
fan. 1, 1900; 1 Jan. 01, to Jan. 1, 1801, and s0 on.
fwo weeks are unired after money 8 re-
seived before date, which answers tor a receipt,
san be ohan%[e;l. If not properly changed within
wo weeks after money I8 gent notify us

We Inviie correspondence, news Items, 8
gestions and eriticisms on the subjects of -
sulture, Poujt.ry raising, stock breed!ng. da r{‘-
ing, horticulture and garding:; woman's wor
sdterature, or any subject of interest to our lady
readers, young people, or the family generally;
nblic matters, current events, political gues-
nsand prineiples, ete,,—in short, any subject
disoussed in an all-round farm and family news-
paper. Communications should be free trom
personalities and party abuse.

—
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A THOUGHT FO'R THE WEEK.

We live in deeds, not years; in
thoughts, not breaths;

In feelings, n ¢ in figures ona dial.

We should count time by heart
throbs He mst lives

Who thinks moat, feels the noblest,
a0!8 the best

—Philip James Bailey.

-

The **G od Roads Train’’ will visit
Raleigh, Fobruary 106h. We suppose
that a state Gord Roads Convention
will be held at the same time. We
should enc urage every movemens
looking to the improvement of our
highways, for there is probably no
matser 80 closely affecting the publio
welfare in which as little progress
has been made in the last half
century.

—tll -

COUNTY ALLIANCE MEETINGS.

Most of the County Alliance meet-
ings will be held this week. No dele
gate should fail to attend, for good
well attended, business like meet-
ings here at the beginning of the
year will greatly siimulate and en-
courage all friends of the Order.

Again, let each delegate resolve
not to be satisfiled with a furmal,
“out-and-dried ' session doing only
routine wosk Disouss plans for in-
oreasing interest in Su’). meetings,
and enlarging the membership. Take
up point by puint the subjects men.
fined in Bro. Parker's excellent oir-
calar to County SBecretaries and dis-
gues them.

Finally, see that on some one is
lsid the responsibility of sending s
report 80 THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER —
not a mere outline of routine work
only, but a report of viess as to
what oan or should be done to build
ap the Order and promote its work.

e

IMPORTANT ARTICLES.

Among our December articles no
others attraoted so muoh at:ention
as Me C. B. Wooten's ‘‘Life on the
‘Oid Plantation,”’” and Mr. O W.
Blackuall'sartioles on terracing. Ia
$alking with our readers in the last
few week=, we have heard Mr.
Wooten's articles very highly
praised. We shounid be glad if he
would write again of those old days
he haa 30 skilfully pictured.

Mr Blacknall's terraocing articies
have awakened new interest in
one of the most neglected of import-
anf farm questions. One Wake
oounty resder says: “You have
pever printed a better artiole than
Mr. ¢ W._ Blacknall's letter on ter-
racing in your issue of Deo. 24th. 4

hope ‘you will get our people to'
thinking more about that important
By the way, we have a
ghort ‘cejoinder from Mr Coolman
- appear next week, and we
Bope thet Mr. Blackvall and others
will ¢ the question further lni(
yar saiumnd

/
7 4
’
z

SCRAPS FROM OUR MAIL BAG.

One reader wishes to know of
whom he can obtain the Agricultural
Department Year Book. He should
apply to his Representative in Con-

gTess.
- B * e -

¥

An Edgecombe county correspond-
ent of THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER
writes us as follows regarding a book
that we wish $o join him in ocom-
mending to our readers: ‘I have
just been reading ‘Black Beauty,’ a
book ot horse talk. 1 think that
everybody that handlesa team ought
to read it and then be made to heed
it In many sections more money is
lost every year by mistreatment and
starving of horses than is spent for
schools. Let every horse owner
read ‘Black Beauty.’”’ We may add
that the book is sold at prices ranging
from 15 oents to one eolhr‘per't:opy.

& Ll w

A Rookingham county correspond-
ent writes:

¢+ [ received a sample oopy of your
paper several weeks ago and notioced
that there were several books adver-
tised in it and priced including THE
ProGrEssIVE FarmMpr. Will you
kindly send me another sample copy
and mark the one in your opinion
that will suit me best? I am running
a dairy farm and market garden and
want all the information on these
subjects possible. Isome times have
a sick cow and don't know what to
give her; so would like to know
something of how to treat in such
cases. I will also have to praotice
feeding my cows in summer t» some
exsent, instead of grazing altogther.
I have some experience, but am not
a professional, and want all the ideas
I can get, and g0 am going t» com
mence the new year by taking THE
PROGRESSIVE FARMER I get a grea-
deal of help from our Agr:cultural
Exveriment Station.”

We always gladly weloome let-
ters of this kind and, upon receiving
this, wrote oar correspondent that
he needad Hoard's Dairvman and

'EE PROGRESSIVE FARMER both of
which we send one y.ar for $L.85,
the regular price being $2 Dr
Burkett's articles on dairying will
help shis ingu rer, and the Doot r
will als0 answer any questi ns sent
us regarding oattle or other live
stock. (L~t us re eat just here that
we are anlways glad to receive such
inquirics, und that in eaoh case the
request for information will have
the attention of an authority upon
the subjeot treated.) Oar friend
should also have a o)py of Kille-
bre #’s ‘‘Grasses and Forage Crops,”
advertised on page 8
* L ] w 2 - =

It is u genuine pleasure to r-ceive
g od-natured oriticism and sugges-
tions for improvement from readers
of THE PROGRESSIVE FARMER ; we re-
gret that tnere are not m re letiers
of this class. One for whioh the
writer has our thanks follows :

“Syme time ago you requested
your subscribers ¢, let you know ot
any changes In your paper which
they $noanght desirable If you
fluod it racticanle to d» so, 1t
would be helptul tu your readers it
you wers to iadtoate, at the wuper
left hand corner (in the old Engli-h
style) the subject of which the para
graph treats Few of us ure willing
to read a lester uf half a ocolumn or
more jast to =ee if there is in 1% any
thing of interest to us. Please make
the change if you well can. You:
editorisls are on matters of genora:
interest to citizens of the ocounsry
I enjoy your censures of wrong (as,
for in<tance, the indecency and vul
garity at our State Fair) und your
commendaticn of the god, whether
of peoylo or things. Especially d» I
love to read of the guod and wise
deeds and sayings of our public ser
vants, judges and others "

This suggestion, received several
weeks ago, weregird-d as very g» d,
and while it was not convenieant s
adopt the exaot form asked tor, the
spirtt of the request has been put
into effect. That is to say, wnile 18
would be difficult to indicate the sub-
jecte treated in ‘‘the upper left hand
cornert of paragraphs,”” we have,
8ince recsiving this letter, given
more sttention to the headings and
sub-hesls of articles, All long ar
ticles we shall endeavor to divide
according to the suhjsota treated,
indicating each of the more import
ant divisions by a small cap sub-
head.

But we publish this friend’s letter,
not 80 much o explain his sugges-
$lon as to give us the opportanity of

saying thut such oriticisms are
slways heartily welcomed. The
editor wishes to co-operate with his
readers in making THE PROGRESSIVE

FARMER of the greatess pussibl
vioe to its constitnenoy. e

'

A MOTTO FOR THE NEW YEAR.
Atter oconsidering all the verses

that have oocurred to us, including
some from the great masters, we

we have found none that we regard

as 80 worthy of commendiing $o our
readers as a New Year's motto as
these four lines from some forgotten
singer :

“.If a cobbler by trade, I'll make it

my pride
The best of all cobblers t0 be;

And if only a tinker, no tinker on T

earth
Shall mend an old kettle like me."’

Here, we believe, is the philosophy
that we all need—the teaching that
¢« '¢is the doing, not the deed’’ that
is most worthy of thought; that it
is not the magnitude of the task, but
doing it well that is most to be ad-
mired.

The world would be immeasurably
happier were each of us to realize
that it is not in doing deeds that at-
traot public notioe or applause, but
in doing our best in our own sphere,
whatever that may be, that ftrue
happiness and nobility is found.

Half the failures that our young
men make are due to nothing else
than the delusion that if they had
important duties, responsible posi-
tions, they would do their work
well, but that tasks of less impors.
ance may be slighted. These are
the young men that never rise above
menial positions and go down to
their graves complaining of hard
laok.

It is the young man who realizes
that no task is so unimportant as to
admit of poor work who is in train
ing for more important duaties and
who wins the confidence and help of
ssrong m+n who have learned that
“in no art is it ever safe for a man
to 'all below the hest thatisin him "’

Not all of as may choose our tasks
for the New Year. ‘““The Muaster of ail
Gnhrod Workmen’' sets them for as
and they are notalways to curlik'ng.
Bat with whatever materials or tools
H+» gives us, it is in oar power to *'be
fuithful in these thinegs,”” and win
the praise, ‘*Well done, good and
faithful servant,” that He gives to
worthy workers whether the task be
large or small.

Even if doing well these amailer
tasks did not mean promotion to
noble~ work, (as italmost invariably
does) the effort would still be worth
the making for the peace and jov
that faithful work givea the laborer
himself The approval of one’s own
oonscience and judgment outweighs
the plaudits of the muitituds, and it
has always been true, as Shakespeare
taught, that while *‘'’tis not in mor
tals $0 command sucocess, '’ itis nobler
$0 deserve it—as8 does every mauan
who *“‘aots well his part,’”” however
humble that part may be.

-—

IN THIS NUMBER —fOME BANDOM COM.-
MENT.

ARTICLES

FARM

On page 1 we ure printing the first
of another series of artioles on corn-
raising, written by Mr J. C. Buffern,
whose articies on similar subjeots
puhblished last winter attruoted muoch
attention. The puragraph on *‘How
0 Maintain the Vitility of Seed
Corn’’ deserves es ecial considera-
tion.

Harry Farmer talks of feeding
hens for eggs, on which topic he
~ill have more t0 say next wesk.

Muny farmers put themeelves to
much trouble to burn all cornstalks,
stubble, and other vegetable matter
that wounld add bhumus to the roil,
To all such people we commend Dr.
tlurnioutt’s article on the first page.

Mr. Barrett has a very sensible
letter on the diversifioation of cropa.

Another very important subject,
regarding which we nave before pub-
lished some interesting articles, is
that disoussed by Dr Burkett in his
live stook letter this week. A bet-
ser understanding of this matter of
type would save many thousand
d Jliara annually > our farmers. The
milk record and the Baboook test
would make this clear, and until
these are put into more general use,
the wasteful methods now in vogue
will probably continne. A sugges-
tive statement was that made by
Dr. Burkett two weeks ago that our
farmers would almost certainly be
benefited if lightning should at once
strike and kill the poorer half of the
cows in the State.

PAGES 4 AND 5.

We hope that oar series of famoas
poems is doing some good. Acquain-
tance with the best verse is helpful
to every one, and we have given con-
siderable time and thought to the
eff . rt to make this a worthy oolleo-
tion

Progressive Farmer, January
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sioner Wm. T. Harriss, especially
his memories of the famous ‘‘blue
‘back"’ speller, will doubtless interest
our older readers.

Valuable and thoughtful is Mrs.
Fletoher's letter to ‘‘Aunt Jennie,”
because it bears striking testimony
to the importance of intelligent
poultry raising Bat if any part of
her letter is to be interpreted as ad-
vice to our giris to ‘‘strike out for
themselves’' after the manner of the
‘“‘new woman,’’ forsaking the nobler
tasks of home-making and house
keeping,—then we hope that some
of our lady readers who hold to the
gimple, Southern,—and ‘‘old fash-
ioned,’” if youn please—idea of wo-
man's sphere will present the other
side of the question. By the way,
the best thing that we have ever
read on this subjeot is from the pen
of Cardinal Gibbons, and'appears in
the Ladies’ Home Journal for Jan-
uary. '

We pity the man or woman who
has so far outgrown ohildish things
as 0 ba unable to emjoy James
Whitcomb Riley’s ohild rhymesy-
another one of whioh appears on
page b.

Mrs Stevens’ ‘‘Nature Study’’ arti-
oles an exoellent, and our readers,
the younger ones espeocially, shounld
not fail to give them attention.
We have no doabt but that Mrs.
Stevens would ba glad to answer
any inquiries relating to the subjects
she disounsses, and we hope thas our
friends will nnt hesitate to write us
when in search of light on nature

study problems

NORTH CAROLINA EDUCATIONAL STA-
. TISTICS.

At the meeting of the North Caro-
lina Association of Academies held
in this city Dac 27+h and 28th, Prof.
W. A. Withers, of the A. and M.
Cllege, read a paper that ought to
be of interest to all our people. In
fact, we are surprised tha$ our en-
terprising dai'y contemporaries did
not publish it in full, for it containa
fucts regarding North Carolina’s
pluce in the educati nal column that
wounld surprise most readers, no one
else having publirhed a satudy of the
Census Burean’s edunocational statis
tics made for the purpose of ascer.
taining the standing of our SBtate.

Bome extraocts from Prof. Withers’
paper follows :

The results of the ocensus taken
during June, 1900, and relating to
eduoation have been published in
balletin form and are now available.
The facts contained 1n these bulletins
are full of interest bnt not always of
cause for congratulation. Iu faot,
the ocondition of aff uwrs in North
Cuarolina is deplorable and should be
improved. Whatever may be the
indirect agencies ¢mloyed, the
direoct agent will be tL. ciunty school
teacher. While it 1« ihe rule that
all who teach mus: contend with ill
preparation, small appreciation and
little hope of great financial rewards,
the country school tes« her like the
froutier settler is the hardest pust to
of his class On the otner hand,upon
his labors as mnch as on any other
man and more than most men, de-
pends the civilization of the State.
As giving some idea us to how much
such services are neded your speaker
will take the liberty of departing
gsome vhat from the regulation form
of weloome addresses and give you
tne results of his exan ination of the
census reports referred to

In the Western group of Btates
(nmitting New Mexion), the peroent-
age of illiteraocy of white males over
21 years of age is 14—a figure
smaller than for any other group of
States of the Union. Washingt n
and Alaska, which belong to this
group, have a percentage of only 0.5
which is less than shat of any cother
State or Territory of our country.

In the North Atlantic States the
percantice 18 1 8, the lowess of the
group bsiag Massaohasetts, 0.6 per
cent

In the North Central States the
peroeatage is 2 4.

Tne Soush Aslantic States have an
average of 10.1 per osat., the highest
being Norsh Carslina with a per
centage of 19.0. TIhe States in this
group approaching the Hgure most
nearly are Virginia, Souta Carolina
and Georgia, wnich have a per
centage of between 12 per cent. and
12.6 per cent. but it will be nosed
thas shere is a o¢)nsiderable differ-
ence between the illiteracy in these
States and North Carolina.

In the Bouth Central States the
white male illiteracy is 10 3 per cant.
the higheat member of the group
being Louisiana with a, percentage
of 20.3.

For the whole of the United States

The ‘““‘Reocollections’’ of Commis

cent. New Mexico is at the bottom
of the list with a percentage of 24.5,
Lonisiana is next with a percentage
of 203, and North Carolina comes
third with a peroentage of 19.0.

In North Carolina the ocounty
with the smallest percentage of
white illiteracy i# New Hanover
with 5.1, but this is greater
than for any entire BState or
entire group of BStates outside the
South Atlantic and SBouth Central
Divisions except Missouri The
county with the next lowest percent-
aze is Mecklenburg 8 8, followed in

: order by Guilford 10.9, Rowan 11.7,

Cabarrus 12.6, Alamance 12 8, Tran-
sylvania 13.1, Halifax 13 2, Warren
13 3, Iredell and Pasquotank 13.4,
Moore 13.5, etc. It would be inter:
esting at some other time o inquire
into the causes for this wvariation,
but time will not permit at present.
It is enough for present purposes to
say that the percentage of white
male illiteracy of our State is the
same as that of the negro male illi¢-
eracy of the North Central States
and greatsr than the negro male
illiteracy of the North Atlantio
Btates.

The Thinkers.

THE PESSIMIST WE HAVE ALWAYS
WITH US.

Has there ever been an age this
side of Eden when there was not
some and even many, causes for
pessimism? The Norfoll Landmark
finds an old complaint that things
were going to smash in the early
days of the Republic, when every-
bodvy was supposed to be h peful of
the future " The following letter, it
says, was found in The Maryland
Journal and Baltimore Advertiser of
the vear 1785:

**We are all going to the Devil as
fast as we can—our Money is gone—
our Trade ruined—our Countrymen
no longer virtuous, our Country-
women no longer industrious—our
Gentlemen fit for mnothing but to
dress and to dance—our Ladies as
foolish and more extravagant than
ever—our Merchants turned Gentle-
men—our Army friends to Mon
archy—our Religion subvert-d—onr
old Staunch Whigs and Patriots
abused as Bigots and Blockheads; in
short, our whole Frame of State
diseased.”

And no doubt a hundred years be-
fore 1785 there were ocauses for
pessimism us well as reasons for
hopefulness, side by side ; and a hun-
dred years before that, tuo, and so
on back in the centuri-s of the past;
and there always will be in the fu-
ture oconditions that depress and
sadd+n us, as well as others that re-
j 'ice us, like wheat and tares grow-
ing in the same field, until the mil-
lennium comes and our little star,
binnd stained, tear bedewed and sin-
soiled in its six thousand oircles
rourd the sun, rolls on into its
Golden Age. Bpeed the day !|—Char
lotte Observer.

A GO0D LAW.

Down at Goldshoro the other day
a citizen who owned a $7,000 mors-
gage undertook to foreclose it. At-
torneys for the party who had given
the mortgage looked into the matter
and found that the mortgagee had
falled to list it for taxation. There
upon the proceedings came to a sud-
den termination, for under the law
the collection of solvent credits can-
not be enforoed unless they have
heen listed for taxation, so the mort
gagee will have to wait untéil an~ther
tax listing and list his mortgage for
taxation if he desires to collect it.
This law is a gnod one. It is not in
tended to and really does not en
ocourage pacple in the non-payment
of their juat debts (many of them
don't need any encouragement in
that line), but it is intended to force
men to return their property for
taxution and to thus bear their just
proportion of the public burdens
along with their neighbors. A man
rich enough to own a $7,000 mort-
gage and mean enough to try to
sneak out of paying taxes on i, de-
serves to lose about half of it.—
Statesville Landmark.

i

THE TAXATION OF FRANCHISES.

It was a dramatic and almost sen-
sational decision handed down by
the Supreme Courtof Illinois, where-
by the public-service corporations in
the State must hereafter be taxed
also on the value of their franchises
and not as hitherto only on the value
of their tangible property. The sub-
jeot was brought befors the court by
an agitation begun by $wo teachers
in the public sehools of Chicago,

the white mule illiterscy is 6.5 per

Miss Haley and Miss Goggin. They

took the matter up heo, '

sufficiency of the ahool-fn:ge v::: ;n-
oused on the ground that the g:.
limit had been reached. Ty, dﬂd'si -
of the court, which was un,mi,;m?
and final, compels the Bourg 0;
Equalization to assess the franchiseg
of corporations at the same ru4, of
its market value as they assess other
property. The result in Chi
alone is that the telephone, electrig
gas, and street car companies mug;
be taxed om ahont $235,000,000 ip.
stead of $33,000,000 as hithertg
There are, of course, other frunchiaen;
that fall under the decision But
the decision will increase the income
of the city of Chicago by abont

,000,000 a year.

But this is not the whole benefis
of the decision nor perhaps the most
important; for it emphasizes and
encourages one of the mogg pressing
tax reforms that need making in
most of our ocities The general
escape of the owners of franchises
from the tax-list has greutly en-
couraged the various dootrines of
destruotion and of unrest that have
played & part in munioipal politics
and in the lobbies of State Legisla.
tures. We owe to Mr. Roosevelt s
plan for such taxation in New York
City;and itisa subjeot of hopeful
agitation in several Western States.
—December World’s Work.

oago

FOR BETTER ROADS,

—

Why is the new road law better
than the old? -

1. The old law is not modern ; it is
out of date ; it has no mark of prog-
ress in it. Boys uoder 21 yeara of
age are required to work, and nearly
every fellow who' works out his
time does more shirking than actua]
work. .

The consequence is poor roads

2. 8ix days labor are required un.
der the old. Under the new, only
four days are required and any
person subject to road dury (etween
ages of 21 and 45) may be released
from road duty entirely by paying
the sum of $2, or 50 cents for each
day into the road fund.

The result is better roads. E. ery
man has to honestly perfirm his
work or pay his money int, the
funds It will be bard on the luzy
man and the shirker.

3. All taxuble property in the
county would be subject to taxation
for keeping up the roads This only
pinches the ¢close-fisted’’ muan who
has passed the age of 45, und who
does not have loyalty en jugh in him
for his orunty to care whether our
people have to travel over hills,
rocks and ditches, or whether the
roads are passahle or not. When you
begin taxing railroads and ocorpora-
tions, in connection with the ordinary
tax-payer’'s property it will make
taxation low $o all, and oar roads
will be kept up with less effort than
now and be ten times better The
tax must be within the limits of b
and 25 cents on the $100 wortn of
property and 15 and 75 cents on the
poll. A small percent of this would
be all we need $o begin on.

4 The man who is unable to pay
the tax will undoubtedly be given
the opportuniiy to work it out on
the roads if he so desires. It bears
lightly and equally on all.

5. Our convicts and convicts from
other counties may be worked.

6. All money ocvllected trom this
tax will go into one general road
fund, and it applies to the whole
county when onoce in operation. :
7. It does away with the old anti-
quated system we now have, and it
means better horses and bigger
losds; fewer turns and straighter
roads.

8 Wae are doing all this work free
and at some expense and oonsidera-
ble loss of time. We are doing it for
the sake of our rubscribers and the
farmers of the entire county, who
have hauling to do, and in the inter-
est of every business man in ths
county who would profit by gocd

 roads. No county was ever more in

need of good roands than ours; DO
county ever had worse roads
9 Now is the time toaoct. Bign

our road petition. Come get a blank

from us and get signers, and help a
good cause. It would disgruce us
not &5 aot ¢n this now. We have
oonfidence in the people of Btanly &0
believe that there ure 300 land owD-
ers who are anxious $o lend their
names to this cau<e. They will be
the pioneers of good roads in Stanly
and we propose to print the entire
300 names, that we may keep them
on record. Our petition is open 5
all.—Stanly Enterprise.

Farm hands, if they wish suo0ess,
must work as if the farm were
their own. sbould oconduot
themselves so faithfully thaé &

stranger would think they owned
the farm and family. ‘
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